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fairy tale increase with each repetition by the child. Experimental
studies by the present author*611- 615) indicated that memorized ma-
terial becomes successively more and more integrated^ when such
material gets the value of an experience, while material in which the
child is not interested becomes successively more and more for-
gotten.

Thus elements of fairy tales become part of the child's ex-
periences, and if the child reproduces them either verbally or in
drawings he usually tells his own story. The figures of these stories
become representations of figures of the child's own orbit of living,
so that any fantasy of the child, even if derived from stories heard,
leads us into the child's personality.

The psychic effect of the fairy tale upon the child is very often
discussed by modern educators. Some condemn the fairy tale which
gives the child illusions and wrong ideas about the world; some favor
fairy tales because they stimulate the child's creative imagination.
We believe that the structure of the fairy tale is of the same kind as
are the imaginings of a child who has never heard a fairy tale.
Fairy tale and the child's autonomous thinking originate in a
similar psychic level. Thus the fairy tale becomes an adequate
means for the child's projections. According to Stern, (539> "The
fairies and witches are nothing but quantitative embodiments of
familiar qualities/'

The increase of dimensions, as expressed in fairy tales, corre-
sponds to the child's wish to become big and powerful, and the ex-
tremeness of values in the opposing forces of good and evil helps the
child IB his intention to differentiate, the last goal of which is the
crystallization of his self. The basis for the psychic structure of the
child is Ms self-training for an orientation in the world. The first
aim is to localize objects and manifestations by experiments of rep-
etition for securing a basis of orientation. The next step is to com-
municate with objects by an act of metabolism of personality, ex-
totalizing one's own personality and embodying the surroundings
la it Different objects are grouped together according to their re-
lationship with each other, main elements are emphasized, and un-
sary parts are omitted. Action, reaction, and expression of the
work together until "individuality" crystallizes itself.
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